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The Berrien House 
Old Rooky Hill Koad 
Kocky Eill, Somerset County, Hcv; Jersey 

Owner;  lira. Laura B. Moment 

Date of hrection:  1740-1750 

Architect: 

Builders:  Peter Eerrion-*-(Probable "builder of v/lng) rie^r-icL 

Present Condition:  Fair 

tfumber of Stories:  Two 

Materials of Construction:  Foundation - stone 

Exterior walls - frame con- 
struction 

Interior v;alls - plaster 

Inside brick and stone chimneys 

Roof - pitch 

Historical Data: 

It Is possible that the old v/ing of this house 
v/as built by Peter Berrien, Jr., the younger brother of 
Judge John Berrien of Rocklnghar;: (KJ-18), whose dates are 
1714-1781.  The Berrien family Is believed to be of French 
origin, "lugenots; however, the first of the American family 
had the very Dutch name of Cornelius Jansen Berrien,  He 
settled at r'latbrook, Long Island about 1GG9.  One of his 
children v/as Peter v:ho v/as born In 1672 and carried in 1706, 
John and peter, Jr., were his children; both came to Somerset 
County, Peter settled at fen Bile Kun v/hcre he had a la 
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tract which ran down toward_the I/;ill stone Kiver.  One of 
the six children of Peter, Jr., v;as ^enry? 1743-loOG.  A 
search of Somerset County records reveals that a kcndrick 
Berrien was the owner prior to 1811*  This Hendrick is the 
same person mentioned in the will of Peter Berrien in 1781 
as his son --enry*  Further proof of this is contained in 
an inventory sworn at Bridgewater in 1806 where the naiae 
is spelt "both hennery and -^endrick.  In the deed recorded 
at Sonervllie on liay 4, 1S11 John Berrien et als trans- 
ferred the property to Peter Berrien* All of the people 
involved were the heirs of Hendrick Berrien. 

From Peter Berrien the property passed to 
Peter Punryea and Anna his wife in 1854,  Anna was the 
daughter of Peter Berrien.  we find that in the division 
of the property after Peter J. Ptmryea's death the sec- 
tion with the house passed into the possession of John 
Pireiyea.  Just exactly when it passed out of tho Berrien- 
Pumyea i'araily is difficult to say, but in Ilarch, 1925, 
the Sheriff of Somerset County sold the property to 
Henry V. Condict, and there is mention in this sale of 
a mortgage raade to John Purnyea which was still unsatis- 
fied.  rror;i Ccndict the property passed to Jajnes Oortelyou 
who sold off the section v;ith the house in 1327 to the 
present owner* 

Poth sections of the house are old, hut the 
.-.ing on the east side is pre-revolutionary.  Phe main 
part of the house- was probably built by Hendrick Borrien, 
■There is a hutch oven extending outside the house attached 
to the v/lng; it is one of the few examples still existing. 
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